
 

June 2015 Newsletter 

 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

June 11th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

John Miller on Native Trees. 

June 26-28th- Club Exhibition. 

July 9th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Howard and Sylvia Smith workshop. 

July 23rd- Board of Directors meeting. 

Aug. 13th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Kusamono- grass plantings. 

Sept. 10th-  LSBF visiting artist: Owen Rich 

Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Oct. 8th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. Howard 

and Sylvia Smith workshop 

Oct. 22nd- BoD meeting moved to Fall Festival. 

Oct.24-25th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Nov. 5th- Visiting guest speaker Bjorn Bjorholm. 

Dec. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Christmas Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club exhibition June 27-28. 
Please come out and help, no experience 

necessary. More information below. 
 

Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 
John would like you to bring your 

native trees for show and tell. 
 

From our President, Bill Weber- 
 

          Well I finally did it.  I have replaced my soda 

pop bottle cap Texas Rain Gauge with a 55 gallon 

drum.  I hate to say it but I kinda miss watering my 

plants. I know that time will come but in the mean 

time my trees are enjoying this weather. 

          In June we have 2 events scheduled. 

June 11th program is on native trees. 

June 26th - June 28th is our annual show. 

          As always we will need all hands on deck for 

the show.  Set up will be on Friday evening.  We will 

provide more details later this month. 

          On a serious note, I hope everyone and their 

family and friends made it through this record setting 

rain in May. 

 

See you all soon,  

Bill Weber 

(972)679-2936 

 

From our Program Chairman  

Steven Hendricks- 

 

June Program - Letʼs Go Native 

Speaker - John Miller 
          Our June program will focus on utilizing 

native Texas species as source material for creating 

bonsai. Discussion  on what is a native, where to get 

it, and styling (american?).   
          You are requested to bring samples of Texas 

native trees that you may have. Species other than 

cedar elm and ashe juniper such as Texas ebony, 

native persimmon, hawthorne, various maples (red, 

chalk, bigtooth) are especially desired. The only 

criteria is that it is a Texas native. It does not need to 

be one you personally collected or even be trained.  It 

could be a nursery purchase. 

 



Annual Club Show 

Saturday and Sunday,  

June 26-28 
This is the time when we display our best 

bonsai art to the public in a formal setting out of the 

wind and weather. Our club objectives "to promote 

interest in and the enjoyment of Bonsai" and "to 

promote the collection and exhibition of Bonsai" are 

accomplished through this event. Please get your 

best bonsai trees, pots, stands, and companion plants 

ready for the show. 

Bonsai vendors will have booths set up for 

bonsai related sales. Starter trees, stands, pots, tools, 

jewelry, and many other items will be available. 

  We will conduct the "People's Choice" 

contest like we have done in the past. All visitors to 

the show will be given a ballot and asked to vote for 

their favorite 3 trees. The top trees will be recognized 

in the next FWBS Newsletter and the winner will 

receive a free meal at Dos Gringos Restaurant. 

  As an incentive to bring out the best, we will 

also be holding our "Member's Choice" competition. 

Only FWBS members will be allowed to vote for 

"Best of Show" by secret ballot. So, even if you do 

not display a tree, come on out to the Exhibit and cast 

your vote on either of the 2 days. The winner will 

receive a free meal at Dos Gringos Restaurant and 

permanent club recognition on a traveling trophy. 

Past winning trees will not be allowed to enter the 

contests. 

 Show Schedule-  
 6- 10 pm: Friday: Table set up. (all members 

needed!)  

8- 9 am, Saturday: Final preparation.  Trees arranged. 

9 am- 5 pm, Saturday: Open to the public. 

12 noon, Sunday: Tree watering, back door access. 

1- 4 pm, Sunday: Open to the public. 

4- 5 pm, Sunday: Cleanup and removal of trees. (All 

members needed!) 

(Please do not remove your trees before the close of 

the show!) 

  We need members to help set up and take 

down, as well as guides and monitors during the 

show! 

  This is a great time for newer members to see 

some excellent trees from the more seasoned 

members. It is a good time to learn about the art of 

bonsai display and to discuss trees with fellow 

members. We urge everyone to spend some time at 

the exhibit. You will be the beneficiary. 

 

Pictures from our Annual 

Auction and Raffle Last Month  

 
Perusing the bonsai available for the auction. 
 

 
Raffle items ready to be won.  

 

 
Bonsai material lined up for the auction. 

 

 
Thanks to Ron for being our auctioneer  

again this year!. 

 



JUNE BONSAI 
By John Miller 

Hopefully with all this rain this year you have 

checked your bonsai to be sure they drain properly.  

Very few plants will take any length of time in a pot 

full of water. 

Even so you must get you trees prepared to 

take on the Texas summer..  Remember that the 

biggest stress on potted plants comes from the soil 

being heated, especially by the late afternoon sun 

slanting in under the shade cloth and foliage.  The 

low humidity in the afternoon does little to stop the 

heat.  You need to provide good shade on the west 

side.  Two waterings are sometimes needed--one 

about 2pm to cool the soil and provide for 

evaporative cooling and another later about sundown 

to get the soil temp back down and to allow the plant 

to be able to rest at night. 

Leaf pruning should not be considered a 

yearly task.  It usually should be done only as needed 

and only on very healthy trees.  Broadleaf evergreens 

would not get it.  I usually consider Memorial Day as 

the end of leaf pruning. 

If you think you need to leaf prune, you 

probably can still do it but need to be careful, it could 

turn hot in a hurry.  The tree needs time to replace the 

energy used to grow new foliage.  I have done it on 

Shumard oaks successfully.  Again never leaf prune 

the atropurpeum varieties of Japanese maples, they 

dont rebud very well. 

When night temperatures stay above 60 

degrees you can think about repotting some of the 

tropicals.  I would wait another month tho for the 

buttonwood. 

However, some tropicals can be leaf pruned 

all summer.  The Ficus nerifolia especially benefits 

by leaf pruning and can be done more than once each 

summer.  That will develop the heavy twiginess you 

see in the Ficus bonsai from the Far East. 

As the summer progresses the growth of the 

deciduous trees will sometimes slow also.  But you 

still need to keep an eye out for errant shoots.  

Keeping a clipper with you when watering would let 

you take care of most of them.  Just like in the spring 

a shoot too long will thicken the twig too much.  The 

major pruning chore is now transferred to the 

tropicals.   

Tip pinching on some flowering species like 

the crape myrtle will result in fewer flowers but if 

you let it go they get out of shape.  I prefer to try to 

balance the flower/design question by pinching 

early. This provides more growing tips to divide the 

energy and the resulting flower is shorter.  It is less 

showy but more in scale. 

Also If you have fruiting bonsai, you should 

reduce the number of fruit on the tree.  The number 

one goal of the tree is to provide seeds for 

reproduction and it will starve itself in order to do so.  

Again, most fruit are too large to look good on a 

bonsai. 

Some days may be relatively cool to you but 

the sun can still make the pot pretty hot.  Not only 

does this dry out the soil very fast but the tree roots 

do not like a hot soil.  A temperature I have heard 

given is that 120 degrees will kill roots on most 

plants.  I cannot give you a precise to-do list since 

your backyard is different from mine but you should 

be sure that the sun does not hit the pots directly.  

Notice especially where the hot afternoon sun, from 

2pm to sundown, hits your bonsai area.  If you use a 

cover of any kind be sure that the side of the pot is 

protected also.  A loose weave cover is preferable to 

solid paper or foil.  Chopped sphagnum moss spread 

on the soil surface will reduce evaporation and help 

keep the soil cooler. 

Get to know you trees like your children.  

Which ones use more water and which ones stay 

moist between waterings.  If some are difficult to 

keep happy you can try moving those to a cooler 

location (but be sure they get their sunlight).  Another 

trick is to group these together so that you can hit 

them with a shot of water twice a day and not have 

to spent the time going thru all your trees. 

The extended cool and damp weather is good 

for fungal diseases like black leaf spot.  Hot and 

damp bring other fungals like mildew.  Treat with 

potassium bicarbonate or sodium bicarbonate 

(baking soda).  After the foliage is hardened a bit you 

can treat with a 1% hydrogen peroxide (1 part 3% 

peroxide to 2 parts water) weekly 

Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for 

are scale of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs.  

For scale you may need to go to a systemic 

insecticide.   I use the organic foliar feed (1 

Tablespoon each fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses 

and cider vinegar per gallon water) to control all 

these.  You can use some of the other organic 

controls or a chemical according to label directions.  

Always read the label directions carefully and never 

apply oil based chemicals to buttonwoods.  You 

should do controls on a regular basis. Also remember 



that most insecticides kill the insect but do not 

remove the evidence (the scale shells, webs, etc) 

If ants, or any other creature, are building 

nests in the soil, the tunnels and  cavities  will prevent 

proper watering and result in a loss of roots.  After 

you get rid of the ants be sure to grab your chopsticks 

and work the soil down and eliminate any holes.  You 

will probably need to add a little more soil on top. 

The best way to fertilize bonsai is by using 

fertilizer cakes.  The cakes provide a slow constant 

feeding each time you water.  Cakes made with a 

cottonseed base will provide as acid ph when they 

break down which we need in any city water system 

I know of. Making your own is easy and much 

cheaper than buying them.  I use chemical fertilizers 

such as Miracid or Peters a couple of times a month 

also.  My main problem with chemicals is not 

knowing how many bad salts they have that may 

accumulate in the soil and also I know that each time 

I water I am washing the chemical fertilizers out on 

the ground. 

 

 

2015 LSBF Bonsai Educational 

Seminar       October 9-10, 2015 
 Save the date!  October 9 and 10, 2015 the 

Lone Star Bonsai Federation is hosting a special 

bonsai educational seminar at the Kingwood 

Community Center in Houston, Texas.  Because 

there will not be a regular Bonsai Convention for 

2015, the LSBF Board of Directors will be hosting a 

1½ day mini-convention to continue our mission of 

bonsai education and advancement. 

  There will be two topics, bunjin and bonsai 

display, both are elusive and rarely discussed; both 

are about simplicity, but not easy to accomplish. The 

headliner will be a well known graduate of a long 

apprenticeship under a multiple Prime Minister 

award winning bonsai professional in Japan.  Demos, 

lectures, workshops, display (and critique), auction, 

raffles and vendors!. All at a very reasonable 

price.  More details to follow monthly. 

 For now, work on your best bunjin bonsai for 

exhibition at the seminar.  This will be a judged show 

with LSBF Certificates Of Recognition awarded. 

 

Tropical Bonsai School, with 

Pedro Morales 
First Year Class   (Year of the Saw) 
July 2nd – July 5th  

Classroom portion –  

Thursday,  9 AM – 6 PM 

Hands –On work 

Friday, Sat. and Sunday,   9 AM – 5 PM 

Held at “Timeless Trees” in Rosenberg, TX 

.Four days of intensive instruction, lecture, videos, and hands-

on work with the world renowned Bonsai artist Pedro 

Morales.  Just bring your tools and wire.  Lunch on Fri, Sat 

and Sunday, is included.  Hotels and restaurants close by, we 

will assist you with arrangements.   
The best instructional value in the U.S. 
$375.00 per class 

Contact Hurley Johnson to sign up,  

832-526-5962 or  hurley@all-tex.net 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months on the 2nd 

Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the 

building where the large conservatory greenhouse is located. 

Please check our website at www.fwbonsai.com 

For meeting dates and special events. To join or ask questions 

contact: 

Bill Weber, President,  972-679-2936 

Board of Directors: 
President: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum  mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Joan DeCapio 

 ronarrington@sbcglobal.net 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  
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